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Tantos illa fuo rumpebat Pectore queftus. Varg. 





From Fripay, December 11. to 


Monpay, December 14. 1713. 





IR Artruur Wimsrietron, who abounds with 
Friendfhip and Humanity, often does me the 
Honour to fingle me out for a private Conver- 

fation. I was the other Day with this Gentleman, 
in his own Chamber, when I obferv’d that He, 
who usd to exprefs in his Afpect a great Deal of 
Spirit. and Alacrity, appear’d with an Air very 
thoughtful and dejected. I ask’d him the Reafon 
of it, and he toid me he had juft then receiv’'d 
News of the Death of a Niece of his, who was 
his particular Favourite, a Woman of great Ver- 
tue, Beauty and Difcretion. She had been marri- 
ed about ‘Twenty Years to a Gentleman of a 
\entiful Fortune; But his Manner of Life for the 
greateft Part of the Time had been fo extravagant 
and expenfive, that he had wafted his Eftate, and 
brought his Family into a fad Profpect of Poverty 
and Contempr. It 1s now, fays Sin ARTHUR, as 
I fear'd 5 He has broke the poor Woman’s Heart. 
Here is a Letter fhe wrote to him about Six Months 
ago, when he was at a Friend’s Houfe in the Coun- 
try. She fent me a Copy of it for myApprobation 5 
and | now put it into your Hands to make it pub- 
lick, for the Sake of fuch diffolute Heads of Fami- 
lies who have no Regard either to their Wives or 
their Poiterity. 


OR the firft Years after our Marriage, it is im- 
voflible to defcribe a State of greater Tran- 
guility and Delight than you and I enjoy’d. Ido 
not remember that any hafty Expreffion, or any 
crofs Accident ever ruffled our Tempers, or crea- 
© ted the leait Uneafinefs. I, for my Part, thought 
‘ita Heaven upon Earth. I reflected on the Feli- 
city of my Condition with the utmoft Joy and 
© Gratitude to Providence. Where-ever I came, all 
© Perfons admird and exto!l’d your extraordinary 
Qualities; and while I attended ro them, I often 
betray'd in my Looks and Words the Pleafure I 
felt in hearing your repeated Praifes. I was the 
Envy of the Women, who us’dto exprefs the 
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‘ with Delight or Envy. 
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and with an Air that fcem’d to fpeak fomething 
more than a bare Commendation. Such was the 
Swectnefs and Vivacity, the Chearfulnefs and 
‘ Equality of your if pelltion, fo entertaining 
your Converfation, and fo agreeabl> your con- 
‘ itant good Humour, that every body ueard you 
Iam fure I always liftned 
to your Difcourfe withthe utmoft Pleafure, but 
never to Satiety. Add to thisthe Marks that you 
gave me of an ardent Affection, and the Satisfa- 
Ction you always exprefs’d in my Company, and 
it will not feem itrange that I efteem’d my {elf the 
¢ moft happy of Women. 
‘ But O how foon were thefe joyful Days chang’d! 
After five Years, your own natural good Senfe be- 
gan to be perverted by the Converfation of loofe 
Perfons, with whom you then became acquainted, 
who feduc’d you from your Vertue and Innocence 
into a Way of Life, by which you have greatly 
diminifh’d your Eftate,.and involv’d your felf in 
Debt 5; and to prevent our entire Deftruction, 1, 
who have often earneftly fpoke to you in vain, 
have determin’d to write you this Letter, as the 
lait Way IL have left of entreating you to confider 
what you are doing. 
‘ [tis with great Satisfaction I acknowledge you 
{till retain your pleafant Converfation and excel- 
lent Humour. I cannot complain of any Decay 
of Conjugal Affection on your Part, as I know 
there isnone on mine. I wifh your Happine(s as 
Ido that of my own Soul. Ihave fhewn how 
much I love you, and how little I am able to 
bear your Difgrace, or fee you uneafy, by partin 
firft with my Jointure, then with my beak and 
at laft with my Plate. I have liv’d, even with- 
out Neceflaries, that I might prevent the Confe- 
quences of your Profufenefs. Ihave laid down 
my Coach, turn’d off half my Servants, and nei- 
ther make nor receive Vifits. I keep my felf and 
Children bare of Clothes, and with cheap and 
fpare Diet, and retrench all the Expences I am 
‘able. If the Children are ever fo fick, I have 
no Fee to give the Doftor, fo IT nurfe them as 


wellas I can, and we take our Turns to help one 
another. 
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with new 
Acquas niance, you are alignatea from your own 
Pho’ you icdge at home, you fp end 
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} ‘amily . 
the greatelt part of your Time abroad; you fel- 
dom return cil One or ‘lL wo in the Morning, 


when you rap at the Door, and intorm your 
Neighbours what Hours youkeep 3 when you go 
to Bed you are {0 full of Wine, that your Reft 1s 
very unquict, and ditturb'd. I lye weeping 
by you, and tell the Clo-k many Hours, while 
you are fail a fleep; for you {nore and grone {o, 
that Loften {tart up, and fit in my Bed-gewn to 
watch you; and fometimes | think your Breath 
is quite gone, ms am fore’d to awake you, for 
fear you fhould be itrangled, and dye in your In- 
temperance. 

much you are fillin Debt; the 
Brewer, the striae and many o- 
‘Dey to receive their Bills, and 
satebabeaa A th at IT have nothing 
L went ‘Two 


‘ , 
¢ Confider how 


Baker, iio 


it orieves me to 


LCFS, CC 

to sive them but repeated Excutes. 
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Days fince _ = Friend Mr. with your 
Ideit Daughter, to buy her a Petticoat 5 when! 
vad pitch’d upon the S: Lk, he tol Id me he coud 


‘ceady Money 5 
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not part ith his Goods without re 
J 


that Expreffion itruck, like a Dagger, to my 
Honor. ~T went home afham’‘d and over-whelm’d 
with Gries and the tender hea rted Child ob- 
ferving it, fell into a great Paflion, and wept 
hit arly 4 

‘ Betty ‘sagreat Girl, and jenny comes forward 
apace, and, if all my Neighbours do not flatter 
me, pee th e Mother ‘has not pr a cd me too 


much in their favour, the y are ‘|'wo as pretty, 
fi nfible, {weet tempe rd C Yhildren, as can be 
feen inany Family. My Dear, confider thefe 
unhappy Girls, in a few Years , for want of For- 
tunes, muft go out to leevice, and earn their 
Bread with the Labour of their Hands. How 
can you, who once liv’d in Plenty and Sp:endor, 
bear the Thoughts of feeing your Doughters 
come home to vifit you in the old lac’d Shoes 
and caft Mantuas of their Miftreffes? Is it not 
more defirable to follow them to the Grave, 
than to fee them reduc’d to fuch a Condition ? 

Yack, in half a Year will be out of his Time, 
and the poor Boy will have nothing to fet him 
up ; he muft become a Journey-Man, or an un- 
der Writer to one of the Companies of Tra d+, 
if his Difappointment does not tempt him to 
(eek his Fortune at Sea, or enter upen worle 
Cou irfes by Land. 

‘ You fay you love me, 
you expr fsa Fondnefs of your Ch dren, 


and I Berets you do; 


and I 


am fatisfyd you are fincere; Why - n do you 
cruelly abandon us to Shame and Sorrow, and 
all the Calamities of W and Pov ty 2 

¢ Allow me, my Dear, to {p ak f cely to you 3 


fince it is perhaps the laft Tus (ha il trouble 
vouwon this Subject. You faye [love you, and 
hat Tcin heve no Defign to upbraid or reproach 


you, butonaly to make you fenfible of the ap- 


pro * Ruin of vou Family, which you may 
pofith t prever Suffer me to unburdea my 
Soul, and to expottulate with you in the bitter 
Ancuifh of my Heart. No Body will be fo 
faithful and fo importunate, or is under fuch 
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Obdbh 4 atrons of 
plain! 


Duty and Interef! to deal fy 
ily wit as tne Wife that loves you and 
t you | My Bofom : 

tha at VOU LOVE. Ly s0olom 1S {y full I wil) Fe ady 
to burlt 5 my Tears, while I write, flow down 

+. Biase oe ey See . 
upon the Pave: Ima ome taen you law 1 ri up- 
pra ying to youtous: © [befe, 


ay OU, 


onimy Knees, ‘ 
you, my Dear, Lentreat, I conjure you “ft i 
our yaft Ende arme: nts and f plemin Vows, by Vv ' 
Intereft and Duty, by the Love of a Hus band 
and the tender Bowels of a Father, alter be 
Courfe of Lat fe, and fave yet your F amily, that 
wife unavoidybly perth. ” 

¢ It you are re -zardlels of m y Comfort and 
Welfare, what have your Innocent Childien 
done to offend: ‘ovoke you to give then 
to Want ;: ad Mil 
He art, am 4 melt 5 
you hav e elven 
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} the Profute Life ot 2 cgod 
natur’d and weeh “Cl it Father ? Nor is the Cal. 
mity like to {top here; for with chee Rival they 


will per laps te pagate their Mifery, and pP: rO~ 
i a'T'rain of indigent and abject feats 


at fhall feel the-tad Efiects of your T aults to 
3 ite i fee Thele will be told who t a plen- 
tiful Eftate you fguander'd away, W hich brought 
them into their low Condition. Oh! my Bre aft 
{wells, and my Heart wil! break by thete Re- 
flections ! Lam in an As sony of Trouble: Heaven 
grant Ido not loofe m — S-nfes ! ----- if you are 
not mov’d b vy t the fad Fate that is r eady to fall 
7 ig your baile, have fome = vcy on your 
eli When you hax si soe al’, 1c muff fup- 
port and comfort you unde: ee atieiiies of 
Ave? A Man in Years, reduc’d from a plentiful 
Condition to Poverty, is a fad Spectacle 5 an 
Object of Pity to his Friends, and of Derifion 
to hisEnemics. Should it not p: erce your Heart, 
to think that in all probability you will be 
brought fo low, as to be ¢lad to meet a good na- 
tur’d ag ance, who out of Compaffion to 
your Wants, yet with Modefty and 'Tendernefs, 
i” ll fea ‘¥ Pe Snall Gift into your Hand, to 
help buy you Bread ? Ido not d pair that theie 
pe mM: Ly Seave fome Imp reflion on the 
one that pofleft-s {5 muchGoodnefs of Nature,and 
whole ealy Temper has been the chief Occafion 
of his Errors. [f you would take up and 
enter upon a frueal Life, while fomethins 1s 
left for our Support, our Fortune might yet 
be retrievd. Both you and 1 have Rela- 
tions of [ntereft and Wealth, who declare they 
will ftand by you, and ¢ concroully offer to pro- 
cure you fome Place of P roft, i you would ap- 
ply your Thoushts to Bufinefs, and abandon 
your fatal Cc ompany. Lam, my Dear, 

Lour mofi affettronate 

but afflifted Wife-—— 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


On Wednefday next will be Publifh’d. 


Pre-exifience, a Poem, in Imitation of Afilton. Printed 
for fob Clark, at the Bible and Crownin the Old-Changr, 
near St, ae : And may alfo be had of ¥. Roberts in 
Warwick-la F. Harvifon by the Royal-Exch ange. A, 
Dodd without t Tomple-B Bar, and R. Boua at Charing-Cvo/s. 
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